
The Honorable Chellie Pingree 
Chair, Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
House Committee on Appropriations 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
The Honorable David Joyce 
Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
House Committee on Appropriations 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

April 8, 2021 
 
Honorable Chair and Ranking Member, 
 
We, the undersigned, represent a broad coalition of partners from state agencies, local governments, 
tribes, ports, and nongovernmental organizations, who are working for a healthy Puget Sound. 
Normally, we would be visiting you in DC to thank you in person for your support. However, for health 
and safety during the COVID-19 pandemic, we are sending you this letter instead. 
 
We thank you for recognizing the importance of increased funding for Puget Sound recovery in federal 
fiscal year (FFY) 21 and we respectfully request much needed additional annual appropriations detailed in 
this letter for FFY22. Specifically, we're grateful for increased funding for two key programs in FFY21: the 
Puget Sound Geographic Program and the National Estuary Program. We are putting that funding to good 
use already. However, our journey is not over: increased federal support for Puget Sound recovery 
programs remains a critical need. 
 
You can act to prevent the loss of these national treasures, increase climate resilience, uphold tribal 
treaty rights, and promote environmental justice. As Congress contemplates funding for FY22, the 
undersigned respectfully ask you to ensure that the final appropriations measure includes: 
 
• An increase in funding to $50 million for the Puget Sound Geographic Program (EPA). This program 

has been essential to carrying out the large-scale, regional, federally approved recovery plan for 
Puget Sound. Extensive partner engagement lies at the foundation of the recovery plan, and the 
actions it includes are technically reviewed, ranked, and tracked for results by the Puget Sound 
Partnership. It also supports tribal participation in scientific research, resource recovery planning, 
and implementation and policy discussions on issues that affect tribal treaty rights. 

• An increase in funding for EPA’s National Estuary Program to the authorized level of $50 million, 
including $1,000,000 for each National Estuary Program plus $7.5 million nationally for competitive 
grants and programs. This non-regulatory, locally driven program supports ecosystem recovery 
projects in 28 estuaries of national significance nationwide, including Puget Sound. 

 
Puget Sound is in serious decline. Scientists say that we can still recover Puget Sound, but only if we act 
boldly now. We know what we need to do – and the actions we take to recover Puget Sound create 
jobs in a wide variety of sectors suffering from the economic shutdown, including food, hospitality, 
sustainable forestry, international trade, and international oil transportation safety and spill prevention. 
Every $1 million spent on watershed restoration results in an average of 16.7 new or sustained jobs, and 
$2.2-$2.5 million in total economic activity. Investing in Puget Sound recovery will put Washingtonians 
back to work. 
 
Our shared recovery effort of federal, state, local, tribal, and non-governmental partners is an example 
of broad-based, effective partnership and innovation, and has for many years received bipartisan 
support. For these collaborative efforts to succeed, we need full and on-going funding for ecosystem 
and salmon recovery programs. 



 
The undersigned thank you for your past support and respectfully request your support for these 
requests. Thank you, also, for your continued service and leadership during the pandemic and the 
challenges of the past year.  
 
Signatures appear on following pages. 
  



Organizational Signatories 

Deborah Jensen, PhD 
Executive Director 
Audubon Washington 

Helen Cherullo 
Executive Director 
Braided River 

Don Anderson 
Mayor 
City of Lakewood 

Jenny A. Durkan 
Mayor 
City of Seattle 

Will Hall 
Mayor 
City of Shoreline 

William Pugh 
Mayor 
City of Sumner 

Michael Mann 
President 
Cyan Strategies 

Kathleen S. Gobush, PhD 
Northwest Director 
Defenders of Wildlife 

Laura Watson 
Director 
Department of Ecology 

Steve Dubiel 
Executive Director 
EarthCorps 

Larry Franks 
Board Vice President 
Friends of the Issaquah Salmon 
Hatchery (FISH) 

R. Brent Lyles 
Executive Director 
Friends of the San Juans 

Erik Neatherlin 
Executive Coordinator 
Governor's Salmon Recovery 
Office 

Krestine Reed 
North Olympic Peninsula 
Broads, Leader 
Great Old Broads for 
Wilderness 

Weston Brinkley 
Ambassador 
Green-Duwamish, Urban 
Waters Federal Partnership 

W. Ron Allen 
Chair/CEO 
Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe 

Chair Kate Dean 
Commissioner 
Jefferson County, WA 

John Stokes 
Chair 
Lake Washington/Cedar 
/Sammamish Watershed 
(WRIA 8) Salmon Recovery 
Council 

Mark Phillips  
Vice Chair 
Lake Washington/Cedar 
/Sammamish Watershed 
(WRIA 8) Salmon Recovery 
Council 

Rebecca Rettmer 
Executive Director 
Lummi Island Heritage Trust 

Jeanette Dorner 
Executive Director  
Nisqually Land Trust 
Chair, Board of Supervisors 
Pierce Conservation District 

Rachel Vasak 
Executive Director 
Nooksack Salmon 
Enhancement Association 

Justin R. Parker 
Executive Director 
Northwest Indian Fisheries 
Commission 

Lucas Hart 
Director 
Northwest Straits Commission 

Don Hunger 
Executive Director 
Northwest Straits Foundation 

Shari Tarantino 
Executive Director 
Orca Conservancy 

Howard Garrett 
President 
Orca Network 

Fred Felleman 
Commission President 
Port of Seattle 
Co-Chair 
Northwest Seaport Alliance 

Dick Marzano 
Commission President 
Port of Tacoma 
Co-Chair 
Northwest Seaport Alliance 

Bill Blake 
Chair 
Puget Sound Conservation 
District Caucus 



Laura L. Blackmore 
Executive Director 
Puget Sound Partnership 

Betsy Peabody 
Executive Director 
Puget Sound Restoration Fund 

David Troutt 
Chair 
Puget Sound Salmon Recovery 
Council 

Alyssa Barton 
Policy Manager 
Puget Soundkeeper Alliance 

Robert Wright 
President 
Puyallup River Watershed 
Council 

Shannon Wright 
Executive Director 
RE Sources 

Kaleen Cottingham 
Director 
Recreation and Conservation 
Office 

Dr. Erin Meyer 
Director of Conservation 
Programs and Partnerships 
Seattle Aquarium 

Ron Wesen 
Commissioner 
Skagit County 

Alison Studley 
Executive Director 
Skagit Fisheries Enhancement 
Group 

David Herrera 
Fisheries and Wildlife Policy 
Representative 
Skokomish Indian Tribe 

Dave Somers 
Snohomish County Executive 
Snohomish County 

Megan Dunn 
Vice-Chair 
Snohomish County Council 

Stephanie Wright 
Chair 
Snohomish County Council 

Eric Adman 
President 
Sno-King Watershed Council 

Lance Winecka 
Executive Director 
SPSSEG 

Jessie Israel 
Director, Puget Sound 
Conservation 
The Nature Conservancy 

Jerry Masters 
Vice President 
Valley Supply Company 

Bryn Brady 
Coastal Caucus Program 
Contractor 
WA State Association of 
Counties 

Carol Smith 
Executive Director 
WA State Conservation 
Commission 

Phyllis Farrell 
Representative 
Washington Chapter Sierra 
Club 

Diane Hennessey 
Wetland Technical and Policy 
Lead 
Washington Department of 
Ecology 

Kelly Susewind 
Director 
Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife 

Danielle Zitomer  
Area Habitat Biologist 
Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife 

Mindy Roberts 
Puget Sound Program Director 
Washington Environmental 
Council 

Justin Bush 
Executive Coordinator 
Washington Invasive Species 
Council 

Michael Ellsworth 
Federal Liaison 
Washington State Department 
of Health 

Glynda Becker Fenter 
Assistant VP for Federal 
Engagement and Advocacy 
Washington State University 

John Stark 
Director 
Washington Stormwater 
Center 

Grace Stiller 
President 
Weed Warriors 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Whitney Neugebauer 
Director 
Whale Scout 

Nancy Tosta 
Co-Chair 
WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem 
Forum 

Heather Trim 
Executive Director 
Zero Waste Washington 

Individual Signatories 

Gary Anderson 
Anco Associates, LLC 

Cole Baldino 
Salmon Restoration Biologist  
South Puget Sound Salmon 
Enhancement Group 

Diane Buckshnis 
Edmonds City Council  
City Council  
 

Linda T. Burgess 
Board Member 
Puyallup River Watershed 
Council 

Marta Burnet 
Citizen 
 

Steffanie Chan 
Citizen 
 

Brad Collins 
Former Deputy Mayor 
City of Port Angeles 

Katherine Davis 
PhD Student 
University of British Columbia 

Mike Depew 
Managing Partner 
Modern Mosaic Consulting 

Heidi Eisenhour 
Commissioner, District 2 
Jefferson County 

Colin Grier 
Professor 
Washington State University 

Alexis Henry 
Ecologist 
King County 

Russell Hepfer 
Vice Chair, Tribal Council 
Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 
Member, Puget Sound 
Partnership Leadership Council 

Lisa Herbold 
Councilmember 
City of Seattle 
 

Sally Jewell 
Former U.S. Secretary of the 
Interior 
SRJ Associates 

Martha Jordan 
Citizen 

Neala Kendall 
Research Scientist 
Washington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife 

Martha Kongsgaard 
Citizen 
 

MaKenna Lindberg 
Engineering Technician 
Osborn Consulting Inc 

Kate Macneale 
King County Water and Land 
Resources 
 

Jay J. Manning 
Chair 
Puget Sound Partnership 
Leadership Council  

Tom McCormick 
Citizen 

April McEwen 
Project Manager 
American Rivers 

Dennis McLerran 
Member  
Puget Sound Partnership 
Leadership Council 

Matthew Medina 
Planner 
Kitsap County 
 

Christine Minney 
San Juan County Council  
San Juan County 
 

Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz 
Salmon Recovery Manager 
Lake Washington/Cedar 
/Sammamish Watershed 
(WRIA 8) Salmon Recovery 
Council 



Toby Murray 
Member 
Puget Sound Partnership 
Leadership Council 

Dave Paul 
State Representative, 10th 
Legislative District 
Washington State House of 
Representatives 

Forest Shomer 
Owner 
Inside Passage Seeds 
 

Stephanie Solien 
Vice Chair 
Puget Sound Partnership 
Leadership Council  

John Stein 
Chair 
Puget Sound Partnership 
Science Panel 

Jamie Stephens 
Council Chair 
San Juan County 

Roger Urbaniak 
Puget Sound Anglers 
 

Kathryn Willson 
Citizen 
 

Cindy Wolf 
Council Member, District 2 
San Juan County Council  

Teri Wright 
Citizen 

Cory Zyla 
Citizen 

 

 


