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1) Tsleil-Waututh Nation(TWN)Overview

2) Burrard Inlet Environmental Science and Stewardship Agreement    
(BIESSA)

3) Collaborative Projects
Å Crab Telemetry Pilot
Å Clam Beach Research
Å Indian River Watershed

4) Final thoughts
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Treaties Lands Resources (TLR), and Field Crew
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2017: Completion and 
release of the Burrard Inlet 
Action Plan (BIAP)

Created a vision for 
environmental stewardship 
on the Inlet

Coming soon: Updated BIAP
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Burrard Inlet Environmental Science and 
Stewardship Reconciliation Agreement (BIESSA)

Nation-to-Nation Reconciliation 
Agreement intended to foster 
coordination and collaboration 
between the Tsleil-Waututh Nation 
and Canada

ÅSigned in August of 2021

ÅFisheries and Oceans Canada 
(DFO), Environment and Climate 
Change Canada, Transport 
Canada, Crown Indigenous 
Affairs and Northern Affairs 
Canada, TWN

Includes consistent funding to TWN 
over 10 years
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Collaborative Projects

3. Indian River Watershed1.  Crab telemetry pilot 2. Clam beach research
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Collaborative Projects

1.  Crab telemetry pilot 
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Crabs TWN context
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Crabs TWN context
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Burrard Inlet Crab 
telemetry ςPilot 
Study

Objectives

Better understand Dungeness crab 
movements and home ranges in key 
regions within TWN territory. 

Develop capacity for future potential 
acoustic tracking work in Burrard Inlet 
(crab or other species)
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Tracking Methods

2024: 17 crabs tagged in three areas

Å active tracking

2025: 30 crabs tagged ςfocus on one area

Å passive and active tracking
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2024 Movements
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Collaborative Projects

2. Clam beach research
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Clams TWN context
Historically, bivalves were one of the four main 
food sources for TWN

Å1972: Clam fishery closed on Burrard Inlet 
due to contamination from industrial 
development

Å2001: TWN begins working with ECCC 
towards a limited clam harvest

Å2012: Began small scale clam surveys

Å2016: Successful first opening of a limited 
clam harvest in Burrard Inlet

Å2021: MSc project studying clam species 
distribution and abundance 
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Clam Surveys: est. 2012
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Burrard Inlet Collaborative Clam Beach Research

Objective 

Monitor environmental and physical factors 
at key clam beaches in Burrard Inlet and gain 
a better understanding of factors influencing 
clam productivity and invasive species
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Clam Beach Locations

Downtown 
Vancouver
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Beach Schematic
Clam population surveys at each beach 
paired with:

ÅVarious data loggers

ÅSediment analyses

ÅBeach slope
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Field work


